Some Experts Fear our Preparations Are Woefully Inadequate

Many experts warn the United States is unprepared for a bioterrorism attack. (AP Photo)

By MARC LALLANILLA

ENEWS

Dec. 2, 2004 — During the anthrax scare of 2001, when envelopes containing the deadly bacteria were
mailed to locations throughout the country, 22 people were infected with the disease. Five eventually
died.

The incident, occurring shortly after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, underscored the vulnerability of the
United States to bioterrorism. Those responsible for the anthrax scare have never been found.
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But has our preparedness improved since then? According to many experts, the answer is no.

And anthrax is only one of several bacteria and viruses that could be used in a bioterrorist attack.
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"Anthrax is easier to come by and people have used it recently," said Kyle Olson, vice president of CRA,
a consulting firm specializing in bioterror under contract to the Department of Homeland Security.

Referring to the anthrax scare of 2001, Olson said, "He/shelthey are still out there and may be biding
their time and making more. If you can make alittle, you can make alot. That's a scenario that has a lot
of people bothered."

Easily Spread and Deadly

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention classifies six pathogens as Class A bioterrorism agents:
smallpox, plague, botulism, tularemia, hemorrhagic fever and anthrax.

Michael Greenberger, director of the University of Maryland Center for Health and Homeland Security
in Baltimore, explains that the Class A pathogens share some common traits. they can be easily spread,
al of them can be deadly, and even a small dose could cause widespread damage and fear throughout a
populated area.

To address these concerns, the CDC in 1999 began to devel op the Strategic National Stockpile, a
nationwide system of storage facilities with equipment and supplies to address an emergency like a
bioterrorist attack.

The SNS would supplement efforts by state and local agencies to respond to a public health emergency.
And by most accounts, the stockpile has the equipment to do so.

"The SNSisin pretty good shape,” said Olson. "There are multiple stockpiles in numerous sites around
the country of drugs, antibiotics, medical equipment, even things like gloves and tongue depressors.”

Continued

1. 2. 3. NEXT»

. aPrint This ArticlePrint This Article
. sE-mall This ArticleEmail This Article

SEARCH

Search ABC News and the
Advanced Search Click here to download your FREE ABC News Search Toolbar



http://abcnews.go.com/Health/story?id=295052&page=2
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/story?id=295052&page=3
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/story?id=295052&page=2
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/print?id=295052
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/print?id=295052
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/print?id=295052
http://app.abcnews.go.com/sendtofriend/SendToFriend?id=295052
http://app.abcnews.go.com/sendtofriend/SendToFriend?id=295052
http://app.abcnews.go.com/sendtofriend/SendToFriend?id=295052
http://app.abcnews.go.com/search?access=p&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&client=abcnews&proxystylesheet=abcnews&proxycustom=<ADVANCED/>
http://www.infospace.com/info.abcnws/tbar

MORE HEADLINES

. Isthe United States Ready for a Bioterrorism Attack?
. Women's Cardiac Troubles Often Misdiagnosed
. New Female Sex Drug Raises Safety Concerns

Most Sent Headlines

. Americans Role Eyed in U.N. Oil Scandal

. U.S. Faling Behind in Science

. Women's Cardiac Troubles Often Misdiagnosed
. More Most Sent Headlines

ABC News Home

Contact ABC News . Help & Info . Advertising Info . Terms of Use . Privacy Policy
Copyright © 2004 ABC News Internet Ventures



http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/News/story?id=295352
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory?id=297242
http://abcnews.go.com/sendtofriend/mostsent
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/story?id=295926&page=1
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/DyeHard/story?id=276464&page=1
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/News/story?id=295352
http://abcnews.go.com/sendtofriend/mostsent
http://abcnews.go.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/Reference/story?id=54216
http://abcnews.go.com/Reference/story?id=54220
http://mediakit.go.com/abcnews/index.html
http://disney.go.com/corporate/legal/terms.html
http://disney.go.com/corporate/legal/wdig_privacy.html

	go.com
	ABC News: Is the United States Ready for a Bioterrorism Attack?


	AFDNCLKILNDHEALJCFKBEAOCFKLLHKBI: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: site
	f2: Search ABC News and the Web

	f3: 




