2t

m

]
=i

Adie

®financialaid:

Student Loan Consolidation - If yvou have $10,000 or more in student loan debt, you
may qualify for the Federal Student Consolidation Loan. You can save 52% a month
and lower wour interest rate to 2.28%. Click here for more information »

Top News

Washington/Politics
World

Editorial/Opinion
Health & Science

More News
Columnists
Lotteries

City Guides
Government Guide
Talk Today
Special reports

Sports

Life
Tec

Search

i

Powerad by 1y I-;.|1_' Go

Advanced Search

SEARCH FOR
MEWSPAPER ARTICLES
CLICK HERE

NEW E-MAIL

_ceT NEWS
IN YOUR INBOX
Click here to get the

Daily Briefing in your

inbox

Get started

careerbuildersm:

@urketpla:e

Nation

= E-hRIL THIS = PRINT THIS = SAVETHIS = MOSTPOPULAR = SUBSCRIBE

Posted 6/29/2003 2:11 PM  Updated 6/29/2003 3:40 PM
Report: Emergency responders
unprepared and underfinanced

WASHINGTON (AP) — Nearly two years after the Sept. 11
attacks, the United States remains "dangerously unprepared" to
handle another catastrophic attack, according to a study by the
Council on Foreign Relations.
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The report said the main problem is that emergency responders
on the front lines — police, fire, public health and other officials —
are drastically underfinanced and lack the equipment or training they need.

The council, a New York-based private world affairs advocacy organization, recommended spending $98
billion beyond the $27 billion it said the federal government planned to spend on first responders over the next
five years.

Gordon Johndroe, a spokesman for the Department of Homeland Security, said Sunday that the conclusion
that an additional $98 billion is needed for first responders is "grossly inflated." He said officials already have
implemented or are in the process of putting in effect others of the report's suggestions.

The council's task force was led by former Sen. Warren Rudman, R-N.H., with Jamie Metzl, a former National
Security Council and Senate Foreign Relations Committee official, directing the project.

Rudman said the government must take immediate steps to ensure that the nation's emergency officials are
prepared to respond to a chemical, biological or radiological attack.

"We are dealing with the possibility of tens of thousands of casualties. And we must deal with it. This is not a
guestion of, 'Can we?' It's a question of we must," Rudman said Sunday on NBC's Meet the Press.

Metzl, also appearing on NBC, said police chiefs have complained about the lack of protective suits, and
health officials do not have the resources they need to analyze basic biological or chemical agents.

"There is a real danger," said MetzI.

The report found that, on average, fire departments across the country have only enough radios to equip half
the firefighters on a shift and breathing apparatuses for only a third.

The commission included former White House adviser Richard Clarke, former FBI and CIA director William
Webster and former military officials, business leaders and Nobel laureates.
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